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been convicted of horse stealing and sent to the
state penitentiary in Wisconsin.   While serving his
term he presented a pension claim supported by
forged testimony to the effect that he had been
wounded in the battle of Franklin.    The fraud was
discovered by a special examiner of the pension
office, and the claimant and some of his witnesses
were tried for perjury, convicted, and sent to the
state penitentiary at Joliet, Illinois.   After serv-
ing his time there, he posed as a neglected old sol-
dier and succeeded in obtaining letters from sym-
pathetic Congressmen commending his case to the
attention of the pension office, but without avail
until the Act of 1890 was passed.    He then put in
a claim which was twice rejected by the pension
office examiners, but each time the decision was
overruled, and in the end he was put upon the pen-
sion roll.    This case is only one of many made pos-
sible by lax methods of investigating pension claims.
Senator Gallinger of New Hampshire eventually
said of the effect of pension policy, as shaped by his
own party with his own aid:

If there was any soldier on the Union side during the
Civil War who was not a good soldier, who has not re-
ceived a pension, I do not know who he is. He can al-
ways find men of his own type, equally poor soldiers,